
CLASS X 

Answer Key to Set – 1 Practice Questions 

HISTORY 

 

1. Define Conservatism. (2) 

Ans- A political philosophy that stressed the importance of tradition, established 

institutions and customs, and preferred gradual development to quick change. 

 

2. Mention any three steps taken by the French revolutionaries to create a sense of 

collective identity among the French people.                                                    (3)  

 

From the very beginning, the French revolutionaries introduced various measures and 

practices that could create a sense of collective identity amongst 

the French people.  

• The ideas of la patrie (the fatherland) and le citoyen (the citizen) emphasised the 

notion of a united community enjoying equal rights under a constitution.  

• A new French flag, the tricolour, was chosen to replace the former royal standard. 

• The Estates General was elected by the body of active citizens and renamed the 

National Assembly.  

• New hymns were composed, oaths taken and martyrs commemorated,all in the name 

of the nation.  

• A centralised administrative system was put in place and it formulated uniform laws 

for all citizens within its territory.  

• Internal customs duties and dues were abolished and a uniform system of weights 

and measures was adopted. 

• Regional dialects were discouraged and French, as it was spoken and written in 

Paris, became the common language of the nation. 

( Any three points) 

 

 

3. Give an account of the efforts made by Mazzini, Cavour and Garibaldi towards 

Italian unification.                                                                                               (5) 

• Ans. - During the 1830s, Giuseppe Mazzini had sought to put together a coherent 

programme for a unitary Italian Republic. He had also formed a secret society 

called Young Italy for the dissemination of his goals. The failure of revolutionary 

uprisings both in 1831 and 1848 meant that the mantle now fell on Sardinia- 

Piedmont under its ruler King Victor Emmanuel II to unify the Italian states 

through war. In the eyes of the ruling elites of this region, a unified Italy offered 

them the possibility of economic development and political dominance. 

 

• Chief Minister Cavour who led the movement to unify the regions of Italy was 

neither a revolutionary nor a democrat. Through a tactful diplomatic alliance with 

France engineered by Cavour, Sardinia-Piedmont succeeded in defeating the 

Austrian forces in 1859. 



 

• Apart from regular troops, a large number of armed volunteers under the 

leadership of Giuseppe Garibaldi joined the fray. In 1860, they marched into South 

Italy and the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies and succeeded in winning the support of 

the local peasants in order to drive out the Spanish rulers. In 1861 Victor 

Emmanuel II was proclaimed king of united Italy. 

 

 

POLITICAL SCIENCE 

 

1. Define Majoritarianism. (2) 

Ans-A belief that the majority community should be able to rule a country in 

whichever way it wants, by disregarding the wishes and needs of the minority. 

 

2. “Power sharing is the very spirit of democracy.”- Explain. (3) 

Ans- Power sharing is the very spirit of democracy. 

• A democratic rule involves sharing power with those affected by its 

exercise, and who have to live with its effects. 

• People have a right to be consulted on how they are to be governed. 

•  A legitimate government is one where citizens, through participation, 

acquire a stake in the system. 

 

OR Any other relevant point. 

 

3. Discuss the Belgian model of accommodation in regard to power sharing. (5) 

 

Ans- The Belgian leaders recognised the existence of regional differences and cultural 

diversities. Between 1970 and 1993, they amended their constitution four times so as to 

work out an arrangement that would enable everyone to live together within the same 

country. The arrangement they worked out is different from any other country and is 

very innovative. 

• Constitution prescribes that the number of Dutch and French-speaking ministers 

shall be equal in the central government. Some special laws require the support 

of majority of members from each linguistic group. Thus, no single community 

can make decisions unilaterally. 

• Many powers of the central government have been given to state governments of the 

two regions of the country. The state governments are not subordinate to the Central 

Government. 

• Brussels has a separate government in which both the communities have equal 

representation. The French-speaking people accepted equal representation in 

Brussels because the Dutch-speaking community has accepted equal 

representation in the Central Government. 

• Apart from the Central and the State Government, there is a third kind of 

government. This ‘community government’ is elected by people belonging to one 

language community – Dutch, French and German-speaking – no matter where they 



live. This government has the power regarding cultural, educational and language- 

related issues. 
 



 


